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Q & A with DIAnn Mills
Author of Facing the Enemy

DiAnn Mills is a bestselling author who believes her readers should expect
an adventure. She creates action-packed, suspense-filled novels to thrill
readers. Her titles have appeared on the CBA and ECPA bestseller lists and
won two Christy Awards, the Golden Scroll, Inspirational Reader’s Choice,
and Carol Award contests. Connect with DiAnn at diannmills.com.

1. Where did you come up with the idea for the plot of Facing the Enemy?

We lost one of our sons in July 2021 in a pedestrian accident. At that time, | journaled
my grief and sorrow. Soon after, | needed to start this book and chose to have the
heroine experience the same type of loss. Writing the emotions was raw and healing.
The rest of the story emerged from my imagination!

2. Canyou tell us about some of the research that went into writing about FBI
operations?

In 2012, | took the FBI Citizens Academy classes. Those sessions and the continuing of
workshops and experiences help me create authenticity. | also have a go-to agent in
Washington, DC, who answers my questions.

3. Tell us about some of the core themes you discuss in this novel. How can your
readers relate to these areas in their own lives?

Grief—what the heroine experiences in the loss of her brother

Sacrifice—two areas here: the heroine watches her brother sacrifice his life for her, and
she sacrifices her career to keep others safe

Unconditional love—the heroine experiences unconditional love from her brother, the
man who loved her, and God

Determination—the heroine is determined to find who killed her brother no matter the
cost

Passion—showing how the heroine would do anything to prevent child abuse

4. This novel dives into the topic of loss; how does the main character, Risa, cope
with grief?

Risa copes with grief in ways that are healthy and some ways that are not healthy. While
she knows time should heal, there are occasions when she shuts down and tries to
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ignore the raw emotions. My goal is for readers to see grief has to be faced—facing the
enemy—and the path needs God’s love and guidance.

How does faith play arole in the story?

Risa struggles with her faith when her brother is killed. She desperately needs someone
to blame, and that becomes God and herself. In her darkest moments, she realizes we
all choose our behavior: the good guys and the bad guys. Risa is a perfectionist, but we
don'’t live in a perfect world. That’s why God is our rock and shield.

What inspired the personality traits of your main character, Risa?

She’s independent, a perfectionist, intelligent, imaginative, realistic, creative, and
capable of deep love for children and others. But she blames herself and God for her
brother’s untimely death. | wanted a heroine who is stubbornly open to grow and change
into a better person.

What was your favorite scene to write in Facing the Enemy?

Favorite scene . . . I'd say when she loses her temper with a young man who is a
suspect. Then realizes what she’s done.

What was the most challenging scene to write in the book?

The beginning when Risa’s brother is killed.

Which minor character is your favorite?
Carson. He tries so hard to be a good son and step forward to do the right thing.

How is this book similar and different from your many award-winning books?

I hope this book is different with unique characters and plot. But my books always show
the power of redemption, whether the characters choose to accept Jesus’ sacrifice on
the cross or live life their own way. Another similarity is to show at least one character
who lives life and solves his or her problems from a Christian worldview. Note the key
word is show.
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